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go & make disciples



go & make
 disciples

because – in his day, as in ours – there are 
countless people who need to hear the life-
changing, eternity-shaping good news of Jesus. 
Those were some of the final instructions he gave 
his disciples while he was on Earth. He told us to 
go. And that’s how the mission began.

In response to that command, the church 
has carried the gospel around the world and 
through 2000 years…and it continues still today. 
It’s why part of Christ Church Fulwood’s vision is 
to ‘Plant Churches’. And it’s why, in 2020, some of 
us at Fulwood will ‘go’ to join with our friends at 
Oughtibridge Parish Church (OPC) with the aim of 
reaching the local population with the good news.

Jesus said,
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what’s the vision?

is something old and something new. 
Something old because there’s an existing 

church building and congregation in Oughtibridge. 
Something new because a group from Fulwood will 
join them to form one new church family.

Currently, an average of 20 people go to OPC 
on a normal Sunday. The congregation is ageing, but 
with some parents and children. These are faithful 
brothers and sisters who have been praying for 
years that something like this might happen and are 
excited now it’s going to.

The previous vicar was an evangelical, who 
moved on to a new position in September 2019. 
Since then the clergy at Fulwood have been leading 
all the services at OPC.

Chris Tufnell will become 
the vicar at OPC, joined by his wife 
Rebecca and their three young 
children. Chris was a ministry 
trainee at Fulwood before training 
at Oak Hill Theological College. 
When he returned to Christ Church 
Fulwood as the curate in 2017, it 
was planned that he would lead 
a church plant or graft after three 
years. That’s now happening.

Since October 2018, Chris 
and Rebecca have been meeting 

monthly to pray with a growing 
group of people who are thinking 
seriously about going on the 
church graft. That group includes 
a wide variety of people, ages and 
stages. Some are now committed 
and are already looking to move 
house to Oughtibridge.

Our prayer is that in the 
coming months many more will 
choose to become part of this 
gospel adventure, for the glory of 
God.

a church 
graft

going from
Fulwood
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for OPC over the coming years 
is that we would become one 
new, united church family at the 
heart of our community, reaching 
out with the gospel and making 
disciples of Jesus.

OPC is also the parish 
church of the neighbouring villages 
of Worrall and Wharncliffe Side. 
These three villages are growing 
communities, each with a school 
and lots of opportunities for the 
church to be active in reaching out 

with the gospel.
We believe that, by 

God’s grace, there is every 
opportunity for this church to 
grow significantly in the next few 
years. As that happens, we want to 
secure an effective ministry there 
for generations to come, as well as 
looking more widely to become a 
church that multiplies that ministry 
through further church planting 
and grafting.

the vision

about the area

Church Graft  
Vision Launch

Oct 2019

Graft team 
preparing together

Jan-Jun 2020
Information Events

Oct 2019

First services as new 
church at OPC

Sep 2020

Further meetings for people 
considering joining graft

Nov-Dec 2019

timeline
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about the area
The parish has around 6,500 

residents and that will grow in 
the next few years with several 
hundred new homes being built. 
As a result, the area is receiving 
investment and new shops are 
opening.

Standing in Oughtibridge, 
it feels rural. Trees cover the 
surrounding hillsides and yet it’s 
just 8 mins drive from Hillsborough 
and 15 mins to Jn35 of the M1. 

The primary school is very popular, 
leading to lots of young families 
moving into the village.

Surrounded by woodland 
and reservoirs, there are amazing 
walks and cycle routes. The Peak 
District is on the doorstep, making 
it a great place from which to 
explore the outdoors. And if all 
that leaves you feeling thirsty, 
there are seven pubs in the parish.

Wharncliffe Side 

Oughtibridge 

Worrall

Fulwood 
15 mins

Hillsborough 
8 mins

M1 Jn35 
15 mins
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Get the Vision – Whether or not you’re thinking of going on the 
graft, planting churches is a major part of the vision of Christ Church 
Fulwood, so get the vision by coming to an information event or 
speaking with Chris Tufnell (christufnell@fulwoodchurch.co.uk).

Go – Every Christian should be prepared to at least consider going 
on a church plant, though for many there will be good reasons not to.  
For some, it will be right to stay at Fulwood or to go on future church 
plants.  Will you prayerfully consider whether you should ‘go’?

Give – With a new initiative there are all sorts of financial needs.  
Would you consider buying something from our ‘wish list’ or making  
a one-off financial gift to the church graft?  You can do both at  
www.opc.org.uk/give

but perhaps most of all:

Pray – The psalmist writes, “Unless the Lord builds the house, the 
builders labour in vain.” (Ps 127:1)  So please pray:
•  For yourself, as you decide on your response – will you get the 

vision, go, give?
•  For the right people to ‘go’ from Fulwood.
•  For the church family at OPC as they prepare for the graft.
•  For the vision to be realised as OPC and the graft team form one 

new, united church family, effectively reaching the local population 
with the good news of Jesus.

•  That as we ‘go’ the Lord would use OPC to make new disciples and 
that all the glory would be his.

•  Please sign up to receive our prayer email at www.opc.org.uk/pray

how will you 
respond?
1.

2.

3.

4.

how should I decide 
if I should go?
Do you love Jesus and want to make his gospel known? 
Jesus says his disciples must be willing to go anywhere 
and do anything “for me and the gospel” (Mark 8:35).

Speak with mature Christians who know you well.  
Do they think you should go?

Pray for God to give you wisdom. Do you feel excited by 
the vision for OPC?

Meet with Chris Tufnell if you’re feeling positive or would 
like to know more.
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you will be my
witnesses...  
to the ends of 
the earth
Jesus, Acts 1:8
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