
Ephesians 1:15-23 – Ambitious 
Discussion Questions 

Pray for God’s help as you turn to look at His word, to 
understand and respond rightly to what you’ll see. 

Read through verses 15-23 slowly, carefully considering the 
words and their meaning. 

1. In verses 15-16, what is Paul thankful for? 

2. Why is he thankful for this?  (Consider the words “For this 
reason” and what they point back to)? 

3. Who is Paul thankful to and what does this tell us about 
what’s happened to the Ephesian church? 

4. Despite them having “every spiritual blessing in 
Christ” (v3), Paul remains spiritually ambitious for the 
church.  List the things he prays for them in vv17-19. 

5. Through what things have you come to ‘know God 
better’ (v17)? 

6. What sort of ‘knowing’ is Paul describing in the first half 
of v18? 



7. Paul’s prayer in vv18-19 could be summarised as a 
request for the church to know we are: 
‣ Supremely Blessed (v18b) 
‣ Supremely Cherished (v18c) 
‣ Supremely Secure (v19a) 
Why is this such a great ambition?  Consider what 
someone’s experience of the Christian life would be like if 
this prayer were answered and they were deeply 
transformed by these truths.  What would such person be 
like if you met them? 

8. What sort of things do you pray for and about?  To what 
extent do Paul’s ambitions for the church compare with 
your ambitions for (a) yourself and (b) those you love? 

9. If we find ourselves ambitious for what Paul prays for 
here, how might we participate in seeing this prayer 
answered in ourselves? 

Pray 
• For your spiritual ambitions to be redirected by Paul’s 

prayer. 
• Pray that God would give you the Spirit to help you “know 

him better”. 
• Pray for those you love, as Paul did the Ephesian church, 

that these things would be true for them. 

A prayer you might like to use: 

My glorious Father, I want to know you better and to be 
increasingly shaped by a knowledge of the gospel hope 
you’ve called me into.  Please give me the Spirit of wisdom 
and revelation and enlighten the eyes of my heart so that I 
might grasp and delight in all I have received in Christ. Amen.


