
Ezra 1-2 – When God Births A Vision 
Discussion Questions 

Pray for God’s help as you turn to look at His word, to 
understand and respond rightly to what you’ll see. 

Read through Ezra 1:1-2:2 and 2:64-70 and then discuss 
these questions together. 

1. God can move the hearts of even the most unlikely 
people (1:1).  Are there non-Christians you don’t pray for 
or have given up praying for because you think they’re 
too unlikely to come to faith?  How does this verse 
encourage you to recommit to praying for such people? 

2. In v2 God ‘births a vision’ in King Cyrus “to build a 
temple for him at Jerusalem”.  He then moves the hearts 
of his people to return to their ancestral homeland to 
join in with this vision (v5).  Today God’s people are 
called to participate in the building of the church (a 
people, not a building).  Are there particular ways you 
believe God is calling you / us at OPC to participate in the 
building of his church?  Are there ministries, ways of 
reaching out to unbelievers, opportunities that God has 
placed on your heart and which excite you?  What would 
you love to see happening at OPC in 5 years time? 

3. “God’s vision is always followed by God’s provision” 
(1:6-11).  How would it affect our vision-setting at OPC if 
we truly believed this? 



4. Chapter 2 shows us that ‘every person matters’ as each 
contributed to the rebuilding project with their skills and 
finances “according to their ability” (v69).  In the church 
there are no ‘spare parts’.  How can we encourage each 
one of us to know our value within the church family? 

5. “How we journey matters” – the move from exile in 
Babylon to rebuilding Jerusalem was a significant and 
challenging one.  There will have been some who were 
enthusiastic and others who were unsettled by change 
and the challenges ahead.  All those dynamics continue 
to exist in churches today, including at OPC as we go 
through a period of change.  In that context, what might 
it look like for us to ‘journey well together’, being mindful 
of and loving towards those experiencing changes 
differently to ourselves? 

Pray


